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Petrozavodsk (69,000)5 founded nearly 240 years ago, is
to-day an important centre of the wood industry and for the
manufacture of high-quality steels, machinery, and gas-
generators for tractors. More than 6 million roubles' worth
of mica are produced annually.
Viborg is an important town situated on a small peninsula
and a few islands on the shallow Viborg Bay. Founded at
the end of the thirteenth century, it was for long used as a
base in the Swedish wars against Russia, until in 1710 it was
seized by Peter the Great. It has a fairly good harbour, lying
close to a useful system of inland waterways, and the great
coniferous forest belt. In 1856 the forested Saima basin,
which contains excellent timber, was connected with Viborg
by means of a canal, about 35 miles long. The canal is used
for the floating of timber, and serves the cellulose, paper, and
other industries of the area. In 1870 Viborg was linked to
St Petersburg and Helsinki by railway. To-day it has a
population of 82,000 and is an important wood-exporting
port. The town contains flour-mills, tobacco factories, and
engineering works, and is of great strategic influence for the
defence of Leningrad and the Gulf of Finland. The port is
closed by ice from December to April, and owing to the
shallow water the port of Uuraz (about 8 miles away) takes
a larger share of the trade of Viborg's hinterland.
The Industrial Centre of Leningrad. Leningrad, in addition
to being the chief western port of the Soviet Union, is also
the third most important industrial region of the entire
U.S.S.R. Its great population derives practically none of
the natural resources which support the industries of the
city from the lands of the north-west. Leningrad is truly a
city of a special type. We have already noticed in Chapter V
that in its early days the Russian State possessed no port
through which trade could be carried on with other countries.
The Baltic was the obvious way out to the great international
lanes of commerce. But for long trade had to be carried on
through Novgorod, a town which was then in the Hanseatic
League. Sweden controlled the shores of the Gulf of Finland.
Peter the Great made war upon the Swedes for the purpose